
Intervention strategies for spousal homicide prevention 

Tool derived from the intervention guide entitled: Intervenir auprès des hommes en vue de prévenir l’homicide conjugal, Drouin et al. (2012). 

 
            

 

  

 Receive the homicidal statements and the 
related emotions. 

 Explore the needs the participant wishes 
to meet by committing homicide. 

 Explore constructive ways for the 
participant to meet his needs without 
carrying out homicide.  

 Accompany the participant in the 
mourning process (loss). 

 Reflect on the consequences of carrying 
out such an action. 

 Confront the unrealistic cognitions of the 
participant. 

 With the participant, construct strategies 
for his security and the security of his 
entourage.  

 Reinforce the protection elements.  

 Solicit the participant’s involvement. 

 Propose a follow-up to the participant. 

 Obtain a non-aggression  
commitment. 

 Ensure the immediate safety of the 
targeted victims (partner, children). 

 Verify the relevance of consulting another 
resource (physician, local services network, 
crisis centre).  

 Implement a concrete protection scenario. 

 Act without the participant’s consent if he 
does not collaborate. 

 Call the police. 

 

Follow-up with the 
participant: 

√ identify the risk of 
homicide 

√ reinforce the protection 
elements 

√ reduce the risk 
elements 

- Ensure close follow-up of 
the situation by meeting 
more frequently 

- Follow the situation even 
more closely and ensure 
strict respect of 
commitments 

Risk Evolution & 
follow-up planning 

Risk present  

Aggravated 
risk 

Imminent risk 

Risk management 

Steps 
 
1-Identification of a risk 

of homicide: 
 
 
 
2-Exploration: 

  risk elements 
 
 

 a homicide scenario 

 triggering events 
 
 
 
 

 protection elements 

 

 the participant's 
collaboration 

 
 
3-Risk assessment: 
 

Methods 
 
- Open questions 
- Observation of 
attitudes and 
behaviours 
 
 
- Specific questions to 
target and document risk 
elements 

- Open questions 

Exploration of the 
participant’s most 
dramatic hypotheses  
‐Anticipation of difficult 
situations 

- Open questions 
-Observations 

‐ Observation of 
attitudes and 
behaviours 

 
‐Analysis of identified 
elements 
 

Risk assessment 


